
Contextualism
Collage City and Beyond

The global migration of Rowe’s contextual and 
collage ideas and concerns especially in Latin 
America and Asia

It seems an appropriate time to revisit Contextualism and Collage City within the 
framework of GUDesign network, and the new tools of representation available in the 
contemporary meta-city of information.

The initial Contextualism, Collage City and Beyond seminar will investigate Colin Rowe’s 
mid-twentieth century role in appropriating Sitte’s 1890’s reaction to Von Forster’s 1860 
imperial design for the Vienna Ringstrasse. Rowe’s critical appropriation paved the 
way for later iterations and code shifts that greatly expanded into a more fragmented, 
inclusive Collage City. It took Rowe several iterations to develop this concept with Fred 
Koetter and with his Roma Interrotta team.  Hopefully, this and future seminars will 
explore strength and weaknesses of the mutations of Rowe’s classical impulse as it, in 
its turn, evolved with urban design into the 21st century.

This session of GUD will be published in Astragal, a new Spanish magazine edited by 
Professor Carlos Tapia of Seville University. For more details about the publications 
and  informations about future call for articles please visit the website: link > > 
https://revistascientificas.us.es/index.php/astragalo/calls

October, 26th
2pm CET, 8am NY, 8pm CHN

The GUDesign Thematic Nodes 
Seminars presents:

Welcome Address:

Prof. Marichela Sepe, GUDesign Cordinator

Chair:

Prof. David Grahame Shane, Columbia University NY

Discussant:

Prof. Ali Madanipour, Newcastle University UK

Speakers:

Prof. Ming Tong 

Prof. David Gouveneur 

PhD Candidate Melissa 
Barrientos 

PhD Candidate Sylvie 
Nguyen

from South Eastern University’s two translations of Colin 
Rowe’s Collage City into Chinese were important events in 
the dissemination of Rowe’s ideas in Asia. Professor Ming 
Tong will talk about the translations and their impact on 
his own work and generation, as well as later generations.

from the landscape program of the University of 
Pennsylvania will describe the influence of contextualism 
in Latin America, using international examples as well 
as his studio work applying contextual techniques to the 
informal growth patterns and planning of self built favellas 
and rancheros.

will talk about rapidly growing cities in Chile and potential 
similarities from previous processes of growth in the 
region. An urban morphology approach in combination 
with complexity science methods propose an innovative 
strategy to address of the phenomenon. Melissa will 
present this way of reading different urban fabrics in their 
structure using contemporary morphometrics.

will describe her study of Vietnam’s rur - urban 
development patterns in the Mekong Delta, under the 
direction of Prof. Paola Vigano at EPFL, and her recent 
exhibition in ‘Redesigning Deltas,’ at TU Delft. Here the 
context becomes an active design component in an 
expanded Socio-techno-ecological field, composed of a 
palimpsest.
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Zoom Link: 
https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/88379943898?pwd=bFBHUl-
FUUU8yOElLNU5qUEZHZWZvQT09
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https://meet.google.com/ifs-cjep-tty
(TBC)

Prof. Jin Javier
Taira Alonso

Micro and Macro TOKYO Codes
From the University of Las Palmas de Gran Canaria, Professor
Alonso is the Vice-rector for Internalization, Mobility and
International Projection. Author of [re]TOKIO, awarded by the
Japan Foundation (2011) and the Suntory Foundation (2017),
his work has been recognized by the SDreview (Japan), the
10th Venice Architecture Biennale (Italy), the 9th
Ibero-American Biennial of Architecture and Urbanism, and the
13th Spanish Biennial of Architecture and Urbanism. His talk
will decode macro scale Tokyo and microscale Kyojima
2-chome within the transformations of the city.

It seems an appropriate time to revisit Contextualism and Collage City within the
framework of the Genealogy of Urban Design network using the new tools of
representation available. 

The initial Contextualism, Collage City and Beyond seminar investigated Colin Rowe's
mid-twentieth century role in appropriating Sitte's 1890's reaction to Von Forster's 1860
imperial design for the Vienna Ringstrasse. Rowe's critical appropriation paved the way
for many later iterations. Almost all the speakers in the first seminar were students of
Rowe studio. The second seminar investigated the diffusion of Rowe’s pedagogy into a
wider network, with younger speakers from Asia and Latin America. Codes shifted to
create a greatly more fragmented and flexible Collage City inclusive of self-built, informal
urbanism. The third seminar returns to Sitte’s community arguments to study
contextualism and collage at the Micro-Urban level in Asia.

Hopefully, this and future seminars will explore strength and weaknesses of the
mutations of Rowe's classical impulse as it has evolved into urban design in the
contemporary meta-city of information.

January, 21st 2025
2pm CET, 8am NY
6:30pm India, 9pm CHN

Prof. Yuqi Zhai Insights into urban transformation: Lilong Housing Shanghai
Assistant Professor in Urban Design at China Academy of Art,
with her post-doctoral research at Tongji University, Dr. Zhai is
a guest researcher fellow at the Shanghai Tongji Urban
Planning & Design Institute Co., Ltd. and was a visiting
scholar at Columbia University. Her research centers on urban
regeneration from a micro-perspective and focuses
on the micro-urbanization within Lilong neighborhoods as a
lens for understanding mega-city dynamics. The study  traces
the morphological evolution of a lilong compound, offering
historical micro-perspective on Shanghai's urban landscape.

Dean Sameep  
Padora

In The Name of Housing, Mumbai 
Dean of Faculty of Architecture at CEPT University, Ar. Padora
has established sP+A, an award-winning studio in Mumbai,
India. sP+A's built works were presented at numerous forums
including the Seoul and Buenos Aires Biennalea, Harvard,
Cooper Union, Cornell and TU Delft. Sameep runs a
not-for-profit sPare that researches issues of urbanization,
where he attempts to unravel the production of affordable
housing in Indian cities. His talk will address the typological
and tectonic configurations of affordable housing in Mumbai
sutured deep within the city's fabric and history.

Prof. Leonardo 
Zuccaro Marchi

Disruptive Continuity and Context: A retroactive and projective
research project in Urban Design
Zuccaro Marchi is an assistant professor at Politecnico di
Milano, currently working on the Floating Habitat research.
After completing his PhD on "The Heart of the City" (Routledge
2018) at IUAV and TU Delft,  his post-doctoral projects and
fellowships included study and collaborations at TU Delft,  KTH
Stockholm, IIT-Chicago, ETH-Zurich,  leading to research with
international firms such as MECANOO Architecten. He was
awarded the "Europe 40 Under 40 Award" and won Europan 14
as co-founder of  {Co-P-E} - Collective of Projects in Equipoise.
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November 17th 2025
8:30 AM EDT 
2:30 PM CET (Italy)
3:30PM (Turkey)
8:30PM (Singapore)

PROF. OLGU CALISKAN

ARCH. YEHRE SUH

PROF. CHARLES GRAVES

Prof. Olgu
Caliskan

Prof. Tong Ming, South East University Nanjing (SEU)

TITLE OF TOPIC

LEARNING FROM COLIN ROWE: CONTEXTURALIST
METHODOLOGY FOR URBAN FABRICATION

PROF. VICTORIA MARSHALL

Prof. Charles
Graves

UNDERSTANDING THE CONTEXT THAT FORMED
COLIN ROWE'S URBAN DESIGN STUDIO: 
FALL 1977 - SPRING 1978

Architect
Yehre Suh

Prof. Victoria
Marshall

BECOMING URBAN? PERIURBAN, POST-RURAL
AND RURAL MANIFESTATION

Meeting Link

With a Masters of Architecture at Cornell University in 1979, Prof. Graves
practiced architecture in New York City until 1985, after which he began
his teaching career at the ETH Zürich. In 2018, Graves retired from
teaching at Kent State University and is presently Professor Emeritus. In
this presentation he plans on discussing the projects Colin Rowe issued in
his Urban Design studio during the academic years of 1977-1979, and the
importance to realize the context of all the elements influencing both the
process and the product. Occurring both within and around the Cornell
campus, Prof. Charles Graves will end the session following exercises
given during his years spent at Cornell in Colin Rowe’s studio.
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The initial Contextualism, Collage City and Beyond seminar investigated Colin
Rowe's mid-twentieth century role in approaching Sitte's 1890's reaction to Von
Forsters' 1860 imperial design for Vienna Ringstrasse. Rowe's critical appropriation
paved the way for many later iterations. Almost all the speakers in the first seminar
were students of Rowe's  studio. The second seminar investigated the diffusion of
Rowe's pedagogy into a wider network, with young speakers from Asia and Latin
America. Codes shifted to create a greatly more fragmented and flexible collage city
inclusive of self-built, informal urbanism. The third seminar returned to Sitte's
community arguments to study contextualism and collage at the Micro-Urban level in
Asia when COVID accelerated the metacity model.

The fourth seminar, again returns to Rowe and Sitte but examines the generative
rules for making meta-city context in the information age. The age of blogs, platforms
and networks - with its change in mapping and representational technologies - has
brought about a new scale that expands into peripheral landscapes. Speakers will
look at the Rowe and Ungers' studios in terms of fabrication of fabric, the role of
landscape, new mapping and communication methods creating a new form of
context and community.

With his doctoral degree in urbanism at TU Delft, he has lectured and
instructed at METU Faculty of Architecture, as a professor of urban design
and morphology and served as a visiting professor at the MIT Department
of Urban Studies and Planning in the USA. In the body of TEPAV (The
Economic Research Foundation of Turkey), he consulted for the strategic
vision project for the Gaza urban strip, and authored the Urban Design
Master Plan of ‘Ankara Technology Base’ in 2024. With Colin Rowe's
contextualist approach, his current paper presents a comprehensive review
of the design studies supervised by C. Rowe at Cornell, comprising 118
projects in total. In the presentation he aims to reveal the underlying
morphological strategies for fabricating typo-morphologically diverse and
coherent urban forms by design.

Senior Lecturer at the National University of Singapore, Prof. Marshall is
the director of the Master of Landscape Architecture program, with her
research focus on the future of urban-rural hybridity in Monsoon Asia. Her
works include Periurban Cartographies: Kolkata’s urban ecologies and
settled ruralities (2024) and a co-authored book Patch Atlas: Integrating
design practices and ecological knowledge for cities as complex systems
(2019). Her presentation starts with normative thinking considering the
“urban edge”, the “periphery of the urban” and “becoming urban.” The
study involves a larger, collective and comparative project learning from
multifaceted “kinds of urban” everywhere. This study extends the research
into a multichannel audio-visual work, which is both an installation and a
performance.

Principal of Urban Terrains Lab, Ar.Yehre Suh was one of three invited
architects for the 2023 Venice Biennale Korean Pavilion’s exhibition and a
participating artist for the 2014 Venice Biennale Korean Pavilion’s ‘Crow’s
Eye View’ exhibition which won the Golden Lion award. While she was
Assistant Professor of Urban Design at Seoul National University,
Graduate School of Environmental Studies 2014-19, she was a member of
the City of Seoul Architecture Policy Committee 2016-18 and the curator of
Asia Urbanism at the Asia Culture Center in Gwangju, Korea 2015-16. Her
talk will focus on the pedagogical and disciplinary questions and contexts
that initiated the research, curation and designing of the ‘Rowe X Ungers:
Untold Collaborations on the City' exhibition in 2010 at Cornell.

ROWE X UNGERS STUDIO EXHIBITION: CORNELL
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